The Errant Knight of Science                            n
experiments, such as the transmutation of lead into gold, were
God's, not the Devil's work:
"Some will say this is pagan or superstitious and witch-
craft. 'As though conjuring could achieve anything! They
ask how metals, in conjunction with characters and formulas,
might have such power if not through the Devil?
"To such skeptics I say: my friend, can't you believe that
the Lord is powerful enough to give such virtues to roots,
metals, stones and herbs? Dare you say that the Devil is more
artful than God?" 14
The Devil "cannot invent anything, not as much as a louse on
your head," but the magus (i.e. the scientist) who studies
nature can use her forces. That does not make him a servant of
Hell. On the contrary, man constantly is appropriating the
powers of the Devil. Science dethrones him, debunks his demons.
The scientist conquers Hell and his art is "divine because it
comes -from God and -from no other source" 15 "Magic is neither
'white nor black, for Nature has no master"le
One more step was necessary to make man omnipotent, and
science autonomous. Once liberated from the arbitrary powers
of the Devil, science also forced God to abide by the laws of
nature: "He might have made man by fiat, from nothing. How-
ever, He did not do so, but created him out of nature and in
nature." 17
Whenever God wishes to cure a patient, He does not work
i miracle but sends him a doctor.18 If God is omniscient, His
ight also illuminates the human mind. "The Holy Spirit him-
,elf lit the Light of Nature." 19 Paracelsus, like other mystics
>efore him, remodeled the old Catholic concept of "The Light
>f Nature," as opposed to "The Light of God," to suit the new
ieas. The term had served to indicate the limitations of man's